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First year basketball coach setting the tone for success
by Rich Rosentreter
The Tupper Lake
Lumberjacks varsity team
has been undergoing a
transition this season,
both by the team and its
first-year head coach Lee
Kyler. Although the team
is still looking for its first
win of the season, both the
coach and the players are
improving on their game.
The Free Press
recently met with Kyler,
who was quick to give
praise to his predecessor
Steve Skiff, who coached
the basketball team for
34 years after becoming
the Lumberjacks coach in
1980.
“I am building off
what Coach Skiff started,”
Kyler said, as he discussed
some of the challenges
of taking over the team
this year. “Any time you
transition from a coach
who has ben on the job

for more than 30 years to
a coach that is brand new,
you are going to have
some hurdles.”
According to the
new coach, the team has
demonstrated regular
improvement and the
learning process has
produced some positive
results.
“I think our team
has done quite well.
We’ve had some tough
opponents initially,”
Coach Kyler said. Tupper
Lake’s opponents have
included what he termed
“powerhouses” in MadridWaddington (7-0) and
Chateaguy (5-1). He also
termed Brushton-Moira
(7-2) as a tough team.
“We’ve had some games
we should have won, such
as against Edwards-Knox
and Parishville. But I think
with each loss we learned
something and used that

Ladyjacks top Norwood-Norfollk

The Tupper Lake Ladyjacks girls varsity basketball team
took a 51-40 victory last week on Dec. 22 over NorwoodNorfolk.

Tupper Lake
Civic Center Schedule

Wednesday, December 30
8:30am-10am- high school; noon-3pm- public skating;
3pm-4:45pm- stick and puck; 5pm-6:15pm-Initiation/
mini mites; 6:15pm-8:15pm- skate club (freeskate);
8:30pm-9:30pm- men’s league.
Thursday, December 31
8:30am-10am- high school; 10am-11:30am- stick and
puck; noon-3pm- public skating; 5pm-6:15pm- mites;
6:15-8:15pm- squirts / pee wees.
Friday, January 1
noon-3pm- public skating; 3pm-4:30pm- stick and puck;
5pm-6pm- skate club (basic skills); 6pm-7pm- skate club
(freeskate).
Saturday, January 2
8am-9:30am- high school; 10am-noon- private rental
(Kevin Littlefield); noon-3pm- public skating; 3pm4:30pm- stick and puck; 6pm – 7:30pm- men’s league.
Sunday, January 3
10am-11:30am- mite game; noon-1:30pm- public skating;
2pm-3:30pm- pee wee game; 4pm-5pm- private rental
(Bob Fletcher); 8pm-9pm- open men’s.
Monday, January 4
noon-3pm- public skating; 3:30pm-4:30pm- skate club
(synchro); 4:45pm-6pm- initiation/ mini mites; 6pm-8pmhigh school vs Lake Placid; 8pm-9pm- open women’s.
Tuesday, January 5
Noon-3pm- public skating; 3pm-4:30pm- high school;
5pm-6:15pm Mites; 6:15pm-7:30pm- Squirts/Pee Wees;
8pm-9pm- open men’s.
Wednesday, January 6
noon-2pm- public skating; 2:30pm-3:30pm- skate club
(freeskate); 3:30pm-4:30pm- skate club (basic skills);
4:45pm-6pm- initiation/mini mites; 6pm-8pm- high
school vs Malone.
359-2531

moving forward.”
“We have some
young players who do
not have tons of varsity
experience, but are now
getting on the court and
learning a lot about the
game and themselves,”
Kyler explained. “They
are starting to work well
as a team and are certainly
improving personally
every single game. So
we’ve seen stats like field
goal percentage and free
throw percentage increase
and turnovers decrease,
and that is what we want
to see. Regardless of a win
or a loss, you want to see
those stats improve every
game.”
Kyler said that one
of his greatest challenges
as a coach is keeping the
team focused when it is
losing, and sometimes the
scores have been lopsided
against the local boys. He
said he one of his coaching
methods is for each
individual player to focus
on his game.
“It’s hard to keep
your head up when you
are losing to Madrid by
40 points,” he said. “So
we focus on individual
stats, focus on making that
good pass so you limit
the turnovers. Or make
that free throw. It is really
important to focus on your
game individually even
though you have to play
as a team. If you have
one guy who can’t get it
together, it messes up the
unit as a team.”
Coach Kyler said
that if each player does

what they need to do as an
individual, they can work
better as a team.
One thing that Coach
Kyler keeps pushing on his
team, is not to give up and
play hard no matter what
the score. He pointed out a
game against Parishville as
an example of how team is
able to stay motivated.
“We scored only one
point in the first quarter
and were losing by 15
at halftime.” he said. “It
would have been easy to
go in there at halftime
and say, let’s just have a
good time. But it is really
important that as a head
coach, I keep the message
positive and help them
keep their heads up and say
‘We are still in this game!’
and have them know that
we are capable of scoring
30 or 40 points in a quarter
or a half. We can fight
our way back. I think we
have proved that to several
teams this year.”
In the game
against Parishville, the
Lumberjacks put 30
points on the board in the
fourth quarter and lost the
game 67-62, rather close
considering the very slow
stat the team had in that
contest.
“I tell them I want 15
points every quarter, and if
they score less, they need
to make up for it,” Kyler
said.
Overall, the head
coach said he will remain
to key on the positive
aspects of his team since
thinking negative does no
good.

Smart growth grants available

Adirondack and Catskill Park communities
and organizations can now apply for $600,000 in
Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) grants for smart
growth projects, State Department of Environmental
Conservation Acting Commissioner Basil Seggos
announced this week. These grants support the
implementation of priority projects including economic
development, infrastructure enhancements and other
initiatives to bolster the regions communities and
organizations.
DEC’s Smart Growth Implementation Grant
Program promotes projects that combine economic
development with protection of the natural and built
environment. Under Governor Cuomo’s direction,
Adirondack and Catskill communities identified and
developed smart growth plans for their regions, and this
funding is used to catalyze their implementation. The
funding includes $400,000 dedicated to the Adirondack
Park and $200,000 to Catskill Park.
The deadline for both applications is February 12,
2016. DEC anticipates announcing grant awards in April
2016.

“When you have
six losses you have to
reinforce the positive,”
Kyler explained. “If the
team starts thinking about
the negatives, and they
start thinking about what
they did wrong, they carry
that into the next game
and worry about what they
are gong to do wrong.
You have to focus on the
positive. So, that is what
we do. We focus on the
positive, touch upon the
negative and work on those
in practice.”
According to the
coach, he still has great
expectations not only for
the teram, but for the entire
basketball program as well.
“I think we are trying
to have a program of
expectations. I expect them
to be at practice on time,
I expect to work hard in
practice and the game. I
expect them to encourage
each other,” he said. “So
this year the focus on my
expectations as a coach.
Their expectations as
a player. Everybody’s
expectations in the stands.
I just want people to know
that we are focusing on the
program as a whole.”
And what does the
coach think about having
played tough team early?
He said that served as
a message to his team
regarding the level of
play they must perform at
throughout the season.
“I would rather play
those tough teams early
on,” Kyler said. “Not to
bring the players down, but
let the players know what
the level of competition is
in the league. Every game
that you look at on the
calendar is a tough game.
It lets the players know
what to expect. It is good
for them to now that they
have to pick up their level
of play every game. There
is no game that is a gimme
or an automatic win they
have to fight eery game.”
Now the coach said
he wants to turn some of
those losses into wins.
“Moving forward,
there are some games that
I totally expect to win. I
expect the team to play
better against some of
the team we play again,”
he said. “There are some
games coming up that I

SPORTS BOOSTERS

Drain Cleaners

Sewer & Septic Professionals

For more info. on advertising on this page...Stop in or call today- 136 Park St.- 359-2166
Jay Martin- Luthier

Fretted Instrument Building
and Repair
Authorized Buzz Feiten Retrofitter
Tube Amp Building and Repair

518-321-2204

STACKED
GRAPHICS
518-359-9394

Stackedgraphics.com
sales@stackedgraphics.com
Custom Clothing & Products

BELLEVILLE &
ASSOCIATES

42 Park Street,
Tupper Lake- 359-3333

Truck mounted carpet & upholstery
Cleaning & fire & flood restoration

Keniston Construction
Over 30 Yrs. Experience

James D. Keniston
518-637-8403

Free Estimates/Fully Insured

9 Woodlands Dr., Tupper Lake, NY 12986

Roofs/Siding/New Home Construction
Boat Houses & Docks,
Decks, Patios, etc.

Graduate of the Galloup School
of Lutherie Masters Program

Installation of hardwood flooring,
carpet, ceramic tile, linolium,
floating floors & hardwood sanding

We’re Here To Help!

For all your plumbing needs.

(315) 323-2715

24-Hour
Emergency Service

jaymartinrepair@yahoo.com

BTM Flooring
& Carpet Cleaning

expect to win. We know
what we did wrong and
are going to fix that, and
hopefully we will win.”
Overall, the coach
said he is proud of his
team and what it is
accomplishing this season,
including the leadership
that is present. He also
said that winning games is
not the only thing he finds
rewarding as its coach.
“I’m just proud
of my guys. They have
transitioned well to a
new coach. They have
transitioned well to
having a junior varsity
team and practicing with
them every day ,” he
said. “We have excellent
leaders. My captains are
Noah (Santana) and Kiley
(Stradley), and they are
both excellent guys. I
can leave them alone at
practice and trust they
will have the team do
everything that I expect of
them.”
I really have good
guys and I love coaching
them,” he added. “I enjoy
coaching them. I enjoy
watching them develop
as men, and not just as
players. Win or lose, I want
to them to develop as men.
I have a couple of seniors
and I want them to help
teach the underclassmen
and to help the transition
next season as we move
ahead with the program.”
“I really hope that
Tupper Lake basketball
builds on its legacy,
becomes a place for
community members to go
and cheer, and be proud
of the boys. My guys are
great kids, I hope that they
leave my program better
men and students first
before basketball<” Coach
Kyler concluded. “Coach
Klossner has such an
impeccable reputation and
I trust he’ll mentor me as a
new varsity coach and we
can work together towards
those sportsmanship and
personal development
goals.”
The Lumberjacks
played a non-league
game this morning in
Plattsburgh. Tupper Lake
plays its next regular
season game at 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, January 5 on
the road against ColtonPierrepont.

Claire’s
Therapeutic Massage

Claire M. Santerre, LMT
10 Lakeview Ave., Tupper Lake, NY 12986
Visa/Mastercard Welcomed
Gift Certificates Available
Massage, Spiritual Workshops,
Ear Candling, Ionic Detox, Tanning Booths,
Spray Tanning, Astrology Charts

(518) 359-8776

Call Brandon Moeller
(518) 354-1106

*NEW*

Dryer Vent
Cleaning

Sootbusters
Cleaning & Inspections
Stove/Insert
Sales & Installation

Paul H. Roalsvig, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Repairs, Relining, Caps

8569 Newcomb Rd.
P.O. Box 735
Long Lake, NY 12847
Tel. (518) 624-2722
Fax (518) 624-2723
Email:
roalsviglaw@frontier.com

Full Masonry Service

Fully Insured & Certified
www.tlsootbusters.com

Michael Vaillancourt- Owner

(518) 359-9765

KB Enterprise

General Contracting For All Your Construction Needs

New Homes - Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED
Alan (518) 637-1749 Cal (518) 637-1741

